February 8, 1983 LB 401

SENATOR PI RSCH: Okay, thank you.
PRESIDENT: Senator Labedz.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you. Nr. President and nenbers of the
Legislature. | rlse in support of LB 401. | do think

that the people that | have talked to, especially those on
unenpl oynent that have exhausted all unenpl oyment com
pensation, when they call me and desperately ask for help,

| suggest that the only thing they can turn to is welfare
and food stanps. The thought of going to welfare truly up-
sets them It is a stigma that they don't appreciate going
to the Departnent of Welfare. | think social services is
exactly the way it sounds. | even sonetines think that we
shoul d make it "human resources" or "human services", be-
cause what we are doing, we are dealing with human bei ngs
that need hel p. And, true, as Senator Peterson says, there
is abuse in the prograns. | will not stand here and deny
that. But in any programthat the governnent has, we are
going to find abuses, and | think changlnp the name to social
services or even to human servlces, because as | said we are
deal 1ng with human bei ngs that are desperately in need of

hel p, chlldren that are possibly going hungry, the elderly
especially that cannot pay their utility bills because of

the filxed incone, and even have a little doubt about going
to welfare to obtain the energy subsi di zing that they
recei ve when they cannot ?ay their utility bills, and the
thought of turning to welfare because people have | ooked down
on people on wel fare so | ong, because like | said and Senator
Peterson said, there are sone abuses but so very, very little
conmpared to the thousands of famlies that we are hel pi ng
and the thousands of elderly that cannot any nore |ive on
two...three hundred dollars a nonth than you and | coul d.
There is no way that any one of us on the floor of the Legis-
lature could live on our 4400 a nonth if we had a famly and
a hone to maintain. Changlng it to human services or social
services is sonething that should have been done a long tinme
ago. | certainly support Senator Higgins in her attenpt to
change the nanme so that people will feel nore confortable

in going to the Departnent of Social Services. After all,
many of the prograns that we are getting out of Washington
are now called Human Rights or Human Services or Social Ser-
vices and they ar. not called welfare prograns. Thank you
very much.

PRESI DENT: The Chair recogni zes Senator Hanni bal .

SENATOR HANNI BAL: Nr. President and nmenbers of the body, |
don't want to bel abor the point but | do think that Senator

Pet erson does have a point and | am not going tc ge-. technical



